Miles for Michael

P.F. Chang’s Rock ‘N’ Roll Arizona Marathon and Half Marathon to support the Michael Burke Foundation
Personal Statement about how you knew Mike and why you’re running (delete this line)
Ex. As you may know, a good friend of mine, Michael Burke, was killed in a tragic accident this past summer during a biking trip in Iowa.   I first met Mike at the University of Iowa, where we both studied Industrial Engineering.  He was a good friend of mine during college and we grew even closer when we both moved to Chicago.  We shared a love for biking, sushi and museums and I am training for and running the half-marathon because Burke always did like girls with nice legs.  I am aiming to raise money in the hopes of continuing Mike’s legacy through the work of his foundation.  Please consider supporting this worthwhile cause.  Read below to learn more about how your donation will make a difference.
My fundraising goal:  Your $$$ goal here
To make a tax-deductible donation to the Michael Burke Foundation:

Go to http://www.formichaelburke.com/donate/ and click on “Make A Donation”.  In the Comments section at the end of the PayPal process, please type “Miles for Michael – Runner’s Name Here”.
OR

Make checks payable to “Central Lee Foundation” with a memo “Michael Burke Scholarship – Runner’s Name Here” and mail to:
Michael Burke Scholarship Fund

C/O Tom and Bette Burke
1464 255th Street
Donnellson, IA 52625
Please include a return address to receive a receipt in the mail
Excerpt from the 09/23/05 Press Release:   Michael Burke, 27, was enjoying an annual excursion with two close friends as they biked across their home state as part of RAGBRAI, the Register's Annual Great Bicycle Ride Across Iowa, when tragedy struck and Burke was killed by a fallen tree while they camped for the night.  As they mourn the untimely loss of this young man, friends and family have rallied together to create the Michael Burke Foundation (www.formichaelburke.com), an educational organization whose main goal is to provide opportunity for Iowa high school students.

The Michael Burke Foundation was created because it was Michael’s dream to give back to the state he called home. He spoke to family and friends about his desire to help young Iowa kids – finding a way to open doors for them and inspiring them to aim high.  Each year, the Michael Burke Foundation will provide one local high school senior the opportunity to attend the University of Iowa, Burke’s alma mater.  “Michael always believed in giving back.  He believed in kids from Iowa and wanted to provide them the great opportunities that he was fortunate enough to have,” states Bette Burke, Michael’s mother.
The first-year goal of the Michael Burke Foundation is to provide a scholarship for one Central Lee High School senior.  However, much like Michael himself, the Foundation has larger aspirations.  In the years to come, the Foundation hopes to provide multiple scholarships and to expand the www.formichaelburke.com web site so it can serve as a valuable source of information for young college-bound students with online mentoring capabilities. 
THANK YOU!!!!

